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ON 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, &c. 


Pros XXII. VI. 


11 


TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO: AND WREN HE IS 
TOY HE WILL NOT DEPART FROM Ir. 


HAT gave riſe to the firſt eſtabliſhment of 
Sunday Schools, were the extreme profligacy of = 
manners in the lower claſs of people, their ignorance in 
the eſſential duties of religion, and the great abuſe of the 
Sabbath, which guilt both parents and children were 
involved. i in, to > hs diſgrace of their nature, as well as 
B affront 
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"affront to the majeſty of God. The vices of the age 


were become ſerious and grievous complaints in this 4 
kingdom. In order to remedy, as far as poſſible, this i 


deluge of depravity, and contempt of religion, well- 

diſpoſed perſons, who knew the difficulty of reclaiming 

old hardened offenders by any preaching, or admonition, 

for their nature, from habit, had taken a wrong bias, and' 
it was now hard matter to bend it to its proper courſe, 

undertook to reach inſtruction to poor, neglected chil- 

dren, in hope of reſcuing the offspring from the general 
corruption, and of Improving the morals of the riſing 
generation. 


_ 


To ſuch a pitch of licentiouſneſs are the common 


people, in general, arrived, that they pay no regard to z | 
the laws of God, and very little to thoſe of their go- I 
vernors: for our priſons are crowded with felons, our I 
ſtreets infeſted with all ſorts of prophane and irreligious | 
perſons, © who make a mock at ſin; who, in defiance 8 


of all order and decency, commit all manner of wicked- 

_ neſs, with greedineſs. And it is a common obſervation, 
* that the Lord's day, more eſpecially, 1 is devoted by them 1 

to the works of darkneſs, to ſinful pleaſures, . to drunken- : N 

neſs, and to pilfering. Inſtead of being a day dedicated . | 4 

to the ſervice of the Lord. it is conſunied on their In ſts,. 1 

| and 1 in riotots nving. The children, ſe ccing tlie diſſolute- @& 
nels. - 
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neſs of their parents, commonly follow their ſteps, and 
= no wonder; for without inſtruction they cannot be 


diverted out of the evil way : for how ſhall they know 
God, and his commandments, unleſs they be taught? 
2 If their parents will not do them this kindneſs, it is a 
great act of charity in others to give them their help, 


to redeem them from the power of the enemy of man- 
kind. "2 


The advantages ariſing from education are many. 


Without a knowledge of our duty we are but as heathens 


and barbarians. Unleſs children are trained up in the 


way they ſhould go, they are very ſure to lean to that: 
fide which leadeth to wretchedneſs and ruin. Their 
paſſions and appetites will be under no control, and they 
will ſoon become ſlaves to fin. Our corrupt nature 
muſt be kept under by diſcipline, and correction in tender 
years: for on the manner of, and the methods uſed in, 
their education, do depend, in great meaſure, their 
preſent welfare, and future happineſs. Experience, the 
beſt teacher, hath ſhewed us that without inſtruction we 
cannot arrive at any excellency of elmracter. After the 
model copied, we mult expect to form our manners. As 
the foundation is laid, ſuch will be the building. From 


2 an idle, ignorant, and vicious courſe of life in children, 


we cannot hope they will produee any fruits, when they 


. Are. 
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are men, otherwiſe than thoſe which: ignorance," poverty, 


and wretchedneſs bring forth. Naturally ſpeaking, what- 


ever we ſow that we reap: it is impoſſible to gather 
grapes of thorns or figs of thiſtles: if this change could 
be effected, then may ye alſo do good, that are ac- 


e cuſtomed to do evil.” But all habits are hard to be 


S 


conquered, and impreſſions made on young perſons take 


root, and are not eaſily ever after blotted out, or for- 


gotten by them. Whatever children hear they eagerly 


catch, and their minds not being ſtored with prior 


thoughts, they dwell upon it, and fix it in their 
memory. In infancy and childhood is the time then to 
prepare them to be good men, and Chriſtians: you may 
now ingraft into them the ſeeds of virtue and goodneſs, 


or you may poiſon their tender minds that future cor- 
rection and advice will not be regarded by them. 


It is from neglect of their education that they become 
aà peſt to ſociety. Their bad behaviour and ill manners 
ſeparate them from the good and diſcerning part of man- 


kind. When they grow up to maturity, alike aſſociate 


ed 
— 


with like, they encourage themſelves in miſchief, until | 


at laſt many of them are cut off from the land of the 


living, by the laws of their country, to ſecure the peace 
and ſafety of the community they dwell in. When any 


das its members become uſcleſs and rotten; our legiſlators 


judge 


= 


judge it prudent to lop off the corrupted parts. Many 
criminals, at the concluſion of their race, have confeſſed 
that bad example, and no care taken by their friends to : 
teach them the duties of religion and morality have been 
the primary cauſes of their going aſtray, and coming to 
untimely deaths. Had they been brought up in the way 

of godlineſs, they might have eſcaped the condemnation 
of ungodly men both here, and hereafter. Had they ® 
been accuſtomed to a life of ſoberneſs, induſtry, and _ 
honeſty, they might have been happy in themſelves, and 
uſeful to ſociety. 


Io correct the growing evil in the bud, and to give 
the ignorant the means of accquiring a knowledge of 
their obligation to obey God, and to live virtuouſly in 
the world, is the intention of our ſubſcriptions towards 
the ſupport of the Sunday School. If parents withdraw -p 
their authority from our aſſi ſtance, we can hope to do 

but little good from the inſtitution ; for on this chiefly 

depends the ſucceſs of it. They muſt co-operate with us 

to enforce their children to lead a new life, and to con- 
ſtrain them to attend and give heed to inſtruction; and 
withal, beware from their own example and remiſineſs «. 
they give them no occaſion or A of imbibing _ 

* bad W and corrupt morals. 
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Every maſter of a family has, or ought to have, an 
influence over his houſehold, and if he takes no care of 
the ways of thoſe who are under him, he is worſe than 

an infidel. Know how to give good gifts unto your 

children, and bring them not into the ſame ſinful fold with 

yourſelves. It is not burden enough to the conſcience to 

bear the ſtings of its own miſcarriages, without carrying 
? with it the aggravated load of others faults. Nothing can 2 

3 be ſo afflicting to the mind as the ſenſe of its having led 

to ſin thoſe to whom by duty and ties in life it ought to 

have ſnewed the better way, I mean, the way to fave their 

ſouls, and to be a comfort to themſelves in this life, as 

well as credit to thoſe who have been their inſtructors. 

Yet how much is this incumbent obligation upon parents 
. overlooked by too many. The duty of inculcating good 

morals, and of impreſſing the conſideration of another 
world, where we are to be judged from the manner we 

behave ourſelves in this, is ſo far neglected in common 

life, that it is no wonder we behold fin ſo triumphant in 

the world, that often times, a man's foes ſhall be mn 

1 on; es own houſchold. * 


= He, that ſuffers from his own jmpradent conduct, may 
in many caſes be pitiable ; but he, who ſends ill-adviſed, 
| irreligious children into the world, and ſuffers any pangs af 
row from their future ill behaviour, will have few to 
v . compaſſionate 
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compaſſionate him in his diſtreſs : yea a diſtreſs which 
every one is bringing on himſelf and offspring, that 
prevents not, by religious education, their perverting the » 
right ways of the Lord. We, the minſters of the 
Goſpel, can only tell you your duty, and ſhew forth, 
as we ought, our light before men: but, compulſion, 
and looking well to thoſe more immediatedly about you, is & | 
your buſineſs, and an account thereof will be required at 
your hands. We have diſcharged our office in reſpect of 
you when we have ſincerely and truly declared to you the 
way, and the terms of ſalvation offered you through Jeſus 
Chriſt. But, with regard to ourſelves, we may have 
faithfully preached the word, and yet be caſt away, if we 
wilfully neglect the holy commandments, 


From our inſtitution you can expect no more than 
putting children in a track to gain further knowledge : 
by their care and diligence in improvement. of the' little 
learning we give them, they may acquire as much 
knowledge as may be ſerviceable to them in life, the 
means of making them here children of God, and here- 
after inheritors of the kingdom of Heaven. And one 
chief advantage herein, not to be overlooked, 1s the 
keeping of them from idleneſs and loitering on the = 
Lord's day, and to habituate them to attend the publio 
worſhip of God in his church. Their profanation of = 

14 | this 
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this ſacred day brings them into deſtruction of body 
and ſoul. He that dares to neglect his duty to God, 
2 will ſoon dare to violate the laws of his country: and 
will not ſcruple to proceed from one ſtep of wickedneſs 
to another, until at laſt juſtice overtakes him, and makes 
him an example of terror to the reſt of mankind. 
5 But unhappily no terror can work upon thoſe Who 
are bred up in vice and profligacy: they will not 
only hazard their life in acts of injuſtice and wrong, but 
run the riſk of their ſalvation. And the cauſe of this 
corruption is chiefly owing to the neglect of thoſe who 
ought to bring them up in the fear of the Lord, and in 
obedience to thoſe who have the rule over them. It is 
aſtoniſhing to behold the inattention of parents among 
the poorer ſort of people, with regard to theit welfare of 
their children. They ſhew little or no care to give them 
inſtruction when they can. We allow, it is not always 
in their power to afford them the means of inſtruction: 
> but it is in the power of every one to compel thoſe 
of his own houſehold to attend the ſervice of God in his 
church: they will by diligence herein inſenſibly contract 
2 a fondneſs to do their duty, and gather ſome rules for 
their conduct in life, as well as have the word of God 
= fowed in their hearts. And this will grow with. them 
as. they increaſe. in years. If ſuch educated children 


=> 128895 b out of their well choſen way, yet they 
will 
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will find themſelves 1 until cling have returned to it. So 


ſtrong are impeſſions made on infancy, and ſo powerful is the 
word of God when received into honeſt, unbiaſſed hearts, that 


they never after can forget them entirely, or eraſe them out of 


their minds. Is not this conſideration ſufficient with all Chriſ- 


tian parents, and thoſe who have the government of children, 
to bring them up with a religious regard of their morals, © in 


cc the nature and admonition of the Lord ?” 


Our bleſſed Saviour ſays, © ſuffer little children to come unto. 


me and forbid them not.”---For without inſtruction they 


cannot be religious: faith cometh by hearing the word of God, 
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and if thoſe, who cannot read, will not hear, it is not poſſible 


that they can have any knowledge of the truth as it is in Chriſt 
Jeſus.---God works no miracles in our days to convince the 
ignorant, and the obſtinate: they are commanded to ſeek him in 
his temple: if they come there with ſincere hearts and willing 
minds, all may eaſily find him: but as many as forſake him and 


his worſhip, ſhall not dwell in his Preſence, when this ſhort life 


15 no more. 
The firſt ſtep then towards being religious is a due attendance 


at the houſe of God, and a becoming obſervance of his Sabbath; 
and the earlier in life we begin upon this laudable method of 


conducting ourſelves, the better hope will there be of its finiſh- 
ing well, and bringing forth fruit to eternal life, 


Among the ſtri& charges that God gave the children of Iſrael 
was the holy obſervance of the Sabbath. Verily my Sabbaths 
| a SJ 15G YR 
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ye ſhall keep: for it is a ſign between me and you throughout 


«your generations. It is a day of ſolemn aſſemhlyin g ourſelves 


before the Almighty God to hear his ſacred word, to glorify his 


great name, and to beg pardon, throught he interceſſion of his 


| ſon, for the manifold fins we have committed. The ſtrict- 


neſs obſerved by the Iſraelites is not required of us: our Saviour 
has permitted us to do good even on the Sabbath: works of 


; charity and neceſſity are no tranſgreſſions of it: but, voluntary 
neglect of Divine worſhip; and idly ſpending the Sunday in 


E 


pleaſures and amuſements, or in doing any thing that our con- 
ſeiences tell us we ought not to do, is a breach of the com- 


mandment, and the violators of it ſhall not go n 


ſometimes i in this world, but certainly i in the next. 


Let all parents then inſtead of ſuffering their children to gro, 


up in idleneſs and irreligion compel them to attend Divine 


ſervice on the Lord's day, and teach them by their own example L | 


and authority to be induſtrious and fober, and to have a due 
concern for the good of their ſouls. Were they, in general, to 


be more careful how they trained them up, and more watchful 
of their morals, the groſs impiety and wickedneſs ſo prevalent 


in the world would be materially checked, and themſelves would 
receive more comfort from them in their declining age; and the 
riſing generation would improve in godlineſs and good works. 
Whether our endeavours to teach poor children to read and 
amend their morals be crowned with ſucceſs, time only can ſhew 
us. The opinions. of people are variouſly divided reſpecting the 


utility and 9 of wy" Schools, Thus much we can 
"wo" 


\ 
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ſafely ſay that our intentions are laudable, and if they fail of the 


deſired end, it will not be our fault, but the blame of parents 
and children themſelves, that they do not make a proper uſe of 


this benevolent inſtitution, meant for their benefit, by the 


liberal and charitable contributions of the inhabitants of this 
place. Vour bountiful ſupport at this time has taken from 
me the occaſion of ſpeaking on the excellency and duty of 
charity. What you have hitherto done is freely given, and 


no one is cenſured for giving nothing, or little, or too much, 


as every man's circumſtances are beſt known to himſelf. Vet 


WH 


one thing I muſt remark, that the laws of this country hav- . 


ing laid it on the land to maintain the helpleſs poor, I there- 
fore think it but right that ſomething ſhould be allowed from 
the common rates of the pariſh to clothe ſome of the children 
of the poorer ſort, otherwiſe they cannot receive the benefit of 
our inſtitution in their filthineſs and rags. This I ſpeak as 
my own opinion, and not of commandment.” To conclude, 


what joy and ſatisfaction muſt neceſſarily reſult to the mind 


from the reflection of our having contributed to the happineſs 
of- a fellow creature, from the ſweet remembrance of our hav- 
ing been inſtrumental in adding a profitable member to ſociety, 
and perhaps, what is of far greater conſequence, in having 
faved a ſoul from death eternal. Theſe are joys which abun- 
dantly ſurpaſs all earthly pleaſures, theſe are conſolations per- 
manent and increaſing upon us as we advance in years.—The 
laudable endeavour of teaching the young ſoldier of Jeſus 


Chriſt to beat down Satan under his feet, is a true ſacrifice of * 


+ HOY every Chriſtian, and God hath promiſed to 
accept 


i 


11 
accept and reward it. The incenſe hereof aſcends the mercy- 
feat, and will make atonement for many ſins. Bleſſed are ye, 
then, © that turn many to righteouſneſs, ye ſhall ſhine as the 
* ſtars for ever and ever. 
It is the happy character of the people of this nation to 
be ſingularly ready to relieve every real want, and to comfort 
every wretched diſtreſs. Nor do they limit their charitable 
- exertions to alleviate the neceſſities and ſorrows of the preſent 
day only, but extend their benevolence to ages to come : yea 
childrens” children will have cauſe to bleſs them. May we all, 
then, ſtill go on gathering ſtrength in well doing, until we 
arrive at the fulneſs of perfection, when we ſhall have ocular 
demonſtration that our labour of love has not been in vain. 

Little children ! gladly embrace the charitable offers of your 
kind neighbours to aſſiſt you in acquiring a right knowledge of 
yourſelves, and of your duty to God, and man. Take faſt 
ee hold of inſtruction, let her not go, keep her, for ſhe is thy 
© life.” She will guide you in the way of peace here, and 
bring you in the end to an everlaſting life of glory and happi- 
neſs. But if you refuſe inſtruction and lightly regard reproof, 
you-ſhall have poverty in this world, and in that to come ſhame 
and diſhonour. Think ſeriouſly on theſe things, while you 
have an opportunity of benefiting yourſelves by our inſtitu- 
tion. And while you go on improving in learning, and deſerv- 
ing freſh favours, the good and diſcerning part of mankind 
will not deſert you, and the Lord will * you and give 
« you luck.“ 
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